MEMORANDUM

TO: City Councilmembers, City Manager
FROM: Mayor Derek Dobies
DATE: June 3, 2021

SUBJECT: Urban Farming Ordinance

Recommendation: Review and recommend to City Council an Ordinance amending Section 4-1
through 4-11 of Chapter 4 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Jackson, Michigan to allow for
urban farming, and the keeping of certain animals, within the city limits.

For the last few years, then Councilmember Colleen Sullivan and | worked with a number of local
environmental advocates in reviewing Chapter 4 of our City Code to explore changes that could be made
to allow for the responsible use of chicken coups and apiaries within the city limits.

A number of residents were engaged at a variety of public meetings. Many expressed support for local
efforts to source eggs, honey, and other products thereby through changes to our code. Those
conversations also acknowledged that a great deal of care should be taken in the development of the
language so as not to allow such activities to become a nuisance in a city where people live in close
proximity.

The following ordinance is a result of those efforts.

The ordinance includes language added from the previous City Manager to ensure the provisions of this
ordinance coincide with other sections of the Code, as well as strengthens some of the stipulations
around the responsible operation of these activities within the city limits.

Attached is a black lined version of the proposed ordinance for your review.

Your consideration is greatly appreciated.



ORDINANCE NO. 2020-##

An Ordinance amending Section 4-1 through 4-11 of Chapter 4 of the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Jackson, Michigan to allow for urban
farming, and the keeping of certain animals, within the city limits.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF JACKSON ORDAIN:
CHAPTER 4 - ANIMALS
Sec. 4-1. - Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to promote the proper control and care of animals by their owners
and others, for the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of Jackson, Michigan.

Sec. 4-2. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this chapter, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Cat means an animal of any age of the species Felis Catus.

City means City of Jackson, Michigan.

County means County of Jackson, State of Michigan.

Hen means a female chicken.
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Kennel means any lot or premises permitted in the city's zoning ordinance (Chapter 28)
on which more than three (3) dogs or more than three (3) cats, or any combination of
dogs and cats totaling more than three (3), are confined either permanently or

temporarily. This does not include dogs and cats less than four (4) months old.

Law enforcement officer means a person employed or elected by the people of the City of
Jackson, Michigan, to preserve peace, make arrests, and/or to enforce the law including

Inspectors.

Livestock means horses, stallions, colts, geldings, mares, sheep, rams, lambs, bulls,
bullocks, steers, heifers, cows, calves, mules, jacks, jennets, burros, goats, kids and
swine, and fur-bearing animals being raised in captivity.




Owner means a person having a right of property ownership in an animal, who keeps or
harbors the animal or has the animal in his or her care or custody, or who permits the
animal to remain on or about any premises occupied by the person. An owner does not
mean a person who harbors an animal in the course of conducting a boarding, grooming,
or training business, or a veterinary hospital, or a person who harbors an animal in
violation of Act 309 of the Public Acts of 1939, being § 287.301 et seq. of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

Owner's agent means an individual authorized in writing by the owner or lessee of an
animal to intervene on behalf of the owner or lessee to protect the animal, except in
cases where the animal is in imminent danger of harm, in which case no written
authorization is required.

Person means an adult individual, partnership, corporation, cooperative, association, joint
venture, or other legal entity.

Pet means any animal kept for pleasure rather than utility.

Rooster means a male chicken.

Sec. 4-3. - Deer feeding prohibited.

(a) Deer feeding within the City of Jackson is prohibited unless conducted by or with the permission
of the City of Jackson Parks and Recreation Department.

(b) As used in this section, "deer feeding” means the depositing, distributing, or tending of feed
intended for consumption by deer for the purposes of preventing deer from starving or for

recreational viewing.

(c) As used in this section, "feed” means a substance composed of grain, mineral, salt, fruit,
vegetable, hay, or any other food material or combination of these materials that may attract deer.

Sec. 4-4. - Keeping of certain animals restricted.

(a) The keeping of any hogs or swine or cows within the limits of the city is declared to be a nuisance

and is prohibited, unless otherwise exempted under Section 4-11.

(b) The keeping of all poisonous reptiles is prohibited. The keeping or sale of all wild or exotic reptiles
or animals is prohibited, unless applicable state and/or federal licenses are obtained.



(c) The keeping of any horses, goats, ducks, geese, doves, pigeons, ehiekens roosters or other
livestock or fowl is likewise declared to be a nuisance and is prohibited with the exception of no
more than three (3) hen chickens only as provided for below in Section 4-9. No such livestock or

fowl shall be permitted at large.

(d) The keeping of more than three (3) dogs, more than three (3) cats, or more than two (2) miniature
pigs, or any combination of dogs, cats or miniature pigs totaling more than three (3), is prohibited
unless the property is classified as a kennel in a C-4 zoning district as provided in subsection
28-71(3) of this Code. This does not include dogs or cats less than four (4) months old.

The owner of all private real property shall atse comply with this section.

Sec. 4-5. - Cost recovery.

The city may recover all costs of abatement of any public nuisance either by action at law or by
specially assessing the costs against the property where the abatement was performed in
accordance with Section 15.7 of the City of Jackson Charter or other applicable Charter or Code
provision.

Sec. 4-6. - Rules and regulations.

The city manager shall make administrative rules and regulations supplementary to this chapter
and not in conflict herewith, as he may from time to time deem necessary. Until changed pursuant
to this section, the rules and regulations in effect at the adoption of this Code shall continue in
effect. No person shall fail to obey any rule or regulation effective hereunder.

Sec. 4-7. - Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this chapter is for any reason held to be
invalid or unconstitutional by reason of any decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision will not affect the validity of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences,
clauses, phrases or portions thereof may be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

Sec. 4-8. - Inconsistent provisions repealed.
Ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this chapter are hereby repealed.


















