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The Jackson School of the Arts - currently on North Mechanic Street - plans 
to move into part of the Masonic Temple, pictured above, in the fall of 2018.

ARTS SCHOOL TO MOVE TO
MASONIC TEMPLE DOWNTOWN

The Jackson School of the 
Arts began operating out of 
634 N. Mechanic St. with a 
class of roughly 35 students 
in 2001 and has since grown 
to nearly 1,000 students ev-
ery year - including nearly 
100 classes every week, stu-
dent plays, summer pro-
grams, dance classes, and 
more.

Now, after years of oper-
ating out of a space far too 
small, the Jackson School of 
the Arts is getting the space 
it needs and deserves.

Jackson officials recently 
entered into an agreement 
with the arts school to have 
the school lease out part of 
the Masonic Temple at the 
140-150 block of Cortland 
Street in downtown Jackson 
(pictured to the right). The 
group hopes to move into 
the space within the year, by 
the fall of 2018.

Formerly Vermeulen’s 
Furniture, the furniture com-
pany sold the vacant building 
to the City in August.

“The new building will 
offer nearly 14,000 square 
feet of space, as well as an 
amphitheater, tall ceilings 
and a balcony for the Jack-
son School of the Arts,” City 
Manager Patrick Burtch said. 
“We’re currently hammering 

out the details of the lease 
agreement now, of which 
there are three options to 
consider.”

There are currently three 
lease options on the table. 
Each includes a 15- to 25-
year lease agreement with 
JSA paying property taxes, 
insurance and maintenance 
when required, as well as 
anywhere from $780,000 
to $1.5 million over the life 
of the lease, depending on 
which option officials de-
cide.

Each option has a com-
bination of the City and the 
school paying for new bath-
rooms and repairing or re-
placing the old elevator in 
the structure, among other 
projects.

“The Jackson School of 
the Arts is a community 
treasure and we’re excited to 
work with them to provide a 
new, more efficient, space to 
operate,” said Councilman 
Andrew Frounfelker, who 
represents the ward where 
the JSA will soon call home.
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NOTIFICATION SYSTEM CHANGES
Jackson City Council vot-

ed last month to cancel the 
City’s annual contract with 
Blackboard Connect and 
enter into a one-year agree-
ment with Jackson County 
to use CodeRed Next begin-
ning in December, saving 
$19,666 general fund dol-
lars per year.

Since 2013, the City has 
utilized a mass communica-
tion system through Black-
board Connect to notify 
citizens of emergencies and 
provide public outreach 
for non-emergency related 
events and issues. The cur-

rent annual contract costs 
$29,616 per year. The new 
agreement will cost the City 
of Jackson $9,950 per year.

Through an inter-govern-
mental agreement between 
Jackson County and the City 
of Jackson, the City stands to 
save a considerable amount of 
general fund dollars by using 
the county’s system that pro-
vides the same services to area 
residents, Public Information 
Officer Will Forgrave said.

“For all intents and pur-
poses, the County’s mass no-
tification system provides the 
same support to City staff as 

well as the same tools for pub-
lic outreach to area residents,” 
Forgrave said of CodeRed, 
primarily used by the Jackson 
County Sheriff ’s Office. “The 
only difference is the cost, 
which is considerably less.”

The most recent contract 
between the City and Black-
board Connect is set to ex-
pire Dec. 18.

Forgrave said the City 
and County now have time 
to work toward a smooth 
transition, including staff 
training and the transfer of 
current contacts on Black-
board Connect to the Coun-

ty’s CodeRed system.
Area residents who cur-

rently utilize Blackboard 
Connect should go to the 
City’s website, www.cityof-
jackson.org, and sign up for 
CodeRed on the homepage.

“We are excited to partner 
with the City of Jackson on 
this very important project,” 
Jackson County Sheriff Steve 
Rand said. “Not only does 
this partnership save money, 
but it raises efficiency. The 
sheriff ’s office has a long tra-
dition of working with the 
City whenever we can seize 
the opportunity.”

The last time the Jackson 
Fire Department’s kitchen - 
which serves all Jackson fire-
fighters 24/7 - was updated, 
the human race had yet to 
make it to the moon and Bob 
Dylan debuted “Blowing in 
the Wind.”

That all changed this Oc-
tober, when volunteers from 
the Lowe’s Heroes program 
worked with a number of lo-
cal vendors to renovate the 
kitchen with new appliances, 
new cabinets, new counter-
tops and new paint, among 
other upgrades.

“The fact that Lowe’s was 
able to step up and help us 
at no cost is an amazing 
thing,” Director of Police 
& Fire Services Elmer Hitt 
said. “It’s pretty awesome.”

Firefighter Joe Smith got 
the ball rolling on the proj-
ect when he informed his 
sister Jen Phillips about the 
need for a kitchen renova-
tion at the department. Phil-
lips, who works as a manager 

‘LOWE’S HEROES’ PROGRAM
UPDATES KITCHEN AT JFD

Volunteers from the Lowe’s Heroes program worked for a week updating the 
Jackson Fire Department’s kitchen, which hadn’t been updated since 1962.
at Lowe’s, brought the idea 
to the company board, and 
soon after volunteers were 
unloading supplies at the 
JFD garage.

“We try to give back to 
the community and this pro-

gram is one way we do it,” 
Phillips said.

Vendors that donated 
supplies include Northwest 
Cabinet Company, Diamond 
Cabinets, Lowe’s, Sherwin 
Williams, and more.

“We can’t say enough 
about this program and what 
they did for us,” Assistant 
Fire Chief Chris Ermatinger 
said. “Our kitchen was in 
rough shape. We’re incred-
ibly grateful.”



MAYOR 
Derek Dobies*
 
COUNCIL (Ward) 
Arlene Robinson*	 1
Freddie Dancy	 2 
Jeromy Alexander*	 3
Craig Pappin 	 4
Andrew Frounfelker*	 5
Colleen Sullivan*	 6

CITY MANAGER
Patrick Burtch

MEETINGS/EVENTS

Nov. 23 and 24
City Hall Closed
Thanksgiving

Nov. 28 • 6:30 p.m.
City Council Meeting
City Hall, 2nd Floor

Dec. 5 • 6:30 p.m.
New Council Sworn In
City Hall, 2nd Floor

Dec. 22, 25 and 29
City Hall Closed
Christmas/New Years

Dec. 31 • 10 p.m.
“Eve on the Ave” Party
Downtown Jackson

*City Council members 
begin their new term

on December 1.
(See Pg. 5)
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Leaf Pickup Continues
Additional Round Scheduled for All Residents

All residents within the City of Jack-
son will have another chance to have their 
bagged autumn leaves picked up curbside 
this fall, with three more scheduled pick-
up days scheduled throughout the City.

This is the third year the City will have 
contractors pick up bagged leaves, and 
already three pickup days have occurred 
in three separate sections within the com-
munity.

Residents must use 30-gallon paper 
bags to bag their leaves, and are required 
to put them on the curb in front of their 
residence the Friday before their sched-

uled pickup day. Residents living in Sec-
tion 1 on the map below will have their 
next pickup day on Saturday, Nov. 18. 
Those in Section 2 will have their pickup 
day on Dec. 2, and Section 3 will have the 
final pickup day on Dec. 9.

“Since this is the third year we’re col-
lecting bagged leaves, things are going 
smoothly,” Public Information Officer 
Will Forgrave said. “We’ll continue to 
look for ways to best serve City resi-
dents at an affordable cost to taxpayers. 
We’re happy to announce this system is 
working, and working well.”

Ann Arbor Rd

O
ld U

S 127 R
am

p

Badgley Rd

Hinckley Blvd

Weatherwax Dr

Ferguson Rd

1

2

3
S 

US 
12

7

N 
U

S 
12

7

Fr
an

ci
s 

St

E South St

1s
t S

t

E High St

Page Ave

Park Dr

Brooklyn Rd

S 
W

es
t A

ve

Cooper St

E I 94
3r

d 
St

E Michigan Ave

E Ganson St

N 
El

m
 A

ve

Horto
n Rd

W Morrell St

W I 94

N 
W

es
t A

ve

N 
W

is
ne

r S
t

S 
Ja

ck
so

n 
St

Park Rd

W Ganson St

W Franklin St

S 
El

m
 A

ve

S 
B

ro
w

n 
St

E North St

Ja
ckson In

tercity
 Bike T

rl

Lansing Ave

El
le

ry
 A

ve
Burr St

W
at

ts
 R

d

W Michigan Ave

N 
B

la
ck

st
on

e 
St

W
ay

ne
 S

t

S 
D

et
tm

an
 R

d

W Monroe St

S Cooper St

6t
h 

St

Wildwood Ave

Badgley Rd

N 
W

at
er

lo
o 

Av
e O
ra

ng
e 

St

Homewild Ave

S 
B

ow
en

 S
t

Wall St

Se
ym

ou
r A

ve

S 
W

is
ne

r S
t

N 
St

at
e 

St

Probert Rd

S 
H

ig
by

 S
t

N 
D

et
tm

an
 R

d

W
hi

tn
ey

 S
t

He
nr

ie
tta

 S
t

Lo
se

y 
Av

e
Ba

te
s 

St

Plymouth St

2n
d 

St

S 
M

er
id

ia
n 

Rd

W
in

ifr
ed

 S
t

18
th

 S
t

N 
Ea

st
 A

ve

W
ill

ia
m

s 
StS 

D
ur

an
d 

St

Carlton Blvd S 
R

ob
er

ts
 S

t

Morrell St

Ba
ck

us
 S

t

S 
G

rin
ne

ll 
St

Tyson St

17
th

 S
t

St
on

ew
al

l R
d

S 
M

ilw
au

ke
e 

St

S 
W

eb
st

er
 S

t

W Washington Ave

N 
B

ro
w

n 
St

Deyo St

W Argyle St

St
ew

ar
d 

Av
e

Griswold St

Teneyck St

Hupp Ave

E Washington Ave

M
er

rim
an

 S
t

M
ap

le
 A

ve

Gr
ee

nw
oo

d 
Av

e

Damon St

E Mansion St

20
th

 S
t

Lewis St

N 
Pl

ea
sa

nt
 S

t

4t
h 

St

W
ater St

Ed
ge

w
oo

d 
St

Detroit St

Union St

W Trail St

E Porter St

Chapin St

S 
G

or
ha

m
 S

t

E Argyle St

W Biddle St

Elmwood Ave

Pringle Ave

Ki
bb

y 
Rd

Bu
sh

 S
t

W Prospect St

O
ak

 S
t

Royal Dr

Madison St

E Addison St

M
or

ris
 S

t

Hill St

E Prospect St

Lo
om

is
 S

t

El
m

da
le

 D
r

Lo
cu

st
 S

t

E Golf St

Boardman Rd

W South St

S 
Th

om
ps

on
 S

t

Maplewood Dr

E Pearl St

Adams St

19
th

 S
t

S 
Pl

ea
sa

nt
 S

t

Denton Rd

He
le

na
 A

ve

Lo
w

el
l A

ve

W
at

ts
 S

t

Clinton Rd

N 
M

ec
ha

ni
c 

St

Enterprise Ave

Ch
itt

oc
k 

Av
e

N 
Fr

an
ci

s 
St

Birchw
ood Dr

Hinckley Blvd

Ke
nn

ed
y 

St

O
ve

rh
ill

 R
d

Rockwell St

Webb St

Dewey Ave

Ke
nt

 S
t

O
ak

 L
an

e 
Rd

Glen Dr

Sparks St

Micor Dr

Andrew Ave

Key St

Am
os

 S
t

Oakridge Dr

Wright St

7t
h 

St

M
ou

nd
 S

t

W Mason St

N 
Ja

ck
so

n 
St

W Pearl St

Jefferson St

W Wesley St

W Wilkins St
N 

D
w

ig
ht

 S
t

N 
G

or
ha

m
 S

t

S 
M

ec
ha

ni
c 

St

Li
nc

ol
n 

St

N 
H

or
to

n 
St

N 
Fo

rb
es

 S
t

E Robinson StW
oo

ds
um

 S
t

Cr
es

t A
ve

E Morrell St

Bender St

E Biddle St

Ha
rd

in
g 

R
d

Virginia St

Fairview
 D

r

5t
h 

St

Marshall St

Ro
os

ev
el

t R
d

N 
B

ow
en

 S
t

Lo
ng

fe
llo

w
 A

ve

Oakhill Ave

O
ak

w
oo

d 
Dr

Bloomfield Blvd

W
 H

ic
ko

ry
 A

ve

Research Dr

Ce
nt

er
 S

t

N 
D

ra
pe

r R
d

Ca
rr

 S
t

M
cK

ay
 S

t

Frost St

Gregory Rd

E Franklin St

G
ilb

er
t S

t

W Cortland Ave

M
an

tle
 A

ve

N 
H

ig
by

 S
t

S 
D

w
ig

ht
 S

t

S East Ave

Hollis St
Fa

iry
la

nd
 A

ve

E 
W

al
m

on
t D

r

Van Buren St

E Monroe St

W High St

Maguire St

Ea
to

n 
St

Randolph St

Briarcliff Rd

Mitchell St

N 
D

ur
an

d 
St

Pe
ac

h 
St

Ca
sc

ad
e 

Dr

Ja
cq

ue
lin

e 
St

Duguid Rd

Ha
m

ilt
on

 S
t

Sh
er

id
an

 R
d

Alley St

Vi
ni

ng
 A

ve

Du
ni

ga
n 

St

Sunburst D
r

Ca
rr

ol
l A

ve

Joy Ave

G
ue

st
 R

d Foye Dr

Austin Ave

Leroy St

Park Pl

Tr
ac

ey
 D

r

E Clark St

Wellworth St

Avondale St

Da
le

 S
t

Brookley Ave

Audubon Ave

E Coler St

Hi
bb

ar
d 

Av
e

Elizabeth St

W Clark St

G
re

go
ry

 P
l

Pierce Ave

Chippewa Trl

E Wesley St

Hillside Ave

Hi
aw

at
ha

 B
lv

d

Ch
es

te
r S

t

A St

Price St

Summit St

Ru
ss

el
l S

t
Christy Ave

W
al

nu
t S

t

Gary Paul Ln

Harwood St
Sc

he
lli

ng
 D

r

M
oh

aw
k 

St

W Kathmar Dr

Nelson D
r

Barberry
 Dr

Osage Ave

Herkimer Dr

Colfax St

Birdsell Ave

Ch
le

bu
s 

St

W North St

Hamlin Pl

M
ar

tin
 S

t

Lo
es

er
 S

t

W Palmer Ave

Ca
ro

lin
e 

D
r

Heyser St

McNeal St

Dade Dr

M
ar

ke
t S

t

Sulgrave Ave

Iro
qu

oi
s 

St

St
re

at
or

 S
t

Oakwood Ave

Mott St

Ea
st

la
ne

 D
r

Garfield St

Co
ol

id
ge

 R
d

Shoemaker Dr

Douglas St

Hillsdale St

Winston Dr

Cr
eg

lo
w

 D
r

McBride St

Rock St

Kensington Dr

Mathews St

Walcott Ave
Prairie St

Ca
m

br
id

ge
 A

ve

Austscot Dr

Hobart St

S Walmont Dr

Cascade Ct

W
el

ls
 S

t

Judy Ln

Hallett St

Sp
ee

dw
ay

 D
r

Da
le

 R
d

Irv
in

g 
St

Ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
Dr

M
yr

tle
 S

t

Br
is

co
e 

Pl

W Porter St
Jo

hn
 S

t

Ra
nc

h 
Bl

vd

Huron St

Sweet Ave

Ro
dm

an
 D

r

Pine Crest C
t

Arnold St

M
al

tb
y 

St

E Louis Glick Hwy

Erie St

Sc
ot

t S
t

Ka
th

y 
Ci

r

Pi
ge

on
 S

t

Fl
em

in
g 

Av
e

W
oo

db
rid

ge
 S

t

Trumble Ave

W Golf St

Forest Ave

Woodland Ave

Daniel Rd

Armory Ct

Charlotte St

Dakota Pl

Mansion St

Al
le

y
Ad

ria
n

Ly
di

a 
St

Albert St

Ba
gl

ey
 A

ve

N 
St

ar
r S

t

Al
m

a 
Pl

James R St

N 
R

ob
er

ts
 S

t

Gettysburg Ave

Sh
er

id
an

 R
d

Union St

W North St

Lo
ng

fe
llo

w
 A

ve

G
ilb

er
t S

t

W I 94

Randolph St

W
at

ts
 S

t

W Monroe St

E I 94

W High St

W North St

N 
B

ro
w

n 
St

Rock St

CITY OF JACKSON
LEAF BAG PICK UP

SECTIONS

0 0.25 0.5 0.75 1

Miles

Date Prepared: July 31rst, 2017
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Section 1 - Southeast area of the City
Section 2 - Northwest and Northern area of the City
Section 3 - Southwest area of the City

Beginning Saturday, October 28th, the City of Jackson has contracted with
United Waste to pick up bagged leaves curbside for this year's Leaf Pickup
Program. Bagged leaves (paper bags only) must be placed curbside on
collection day by 6:00 a.m:

The contactor will be picking up bagged leaves (paper bags only) starting at
6:00 a.m. on the following Saturdays:

Schedule for Contractor Pickup Curbside-Bagged Leaves

First Round - Saturday Pickup
6:00 a.m.

Second Round - Saturday Pickup
6:00 a.m.

Oct 28th
Nov 4th
Nov 11th  

Nov 18th
Dec 2nd
Dec 9th

Section 1
Section 2
Section 3

Section 1
Section 2
Section 3

²
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While the November 7 
election within the City of 
Jackson did not turn out 
the way I and my support-
ers had hoped, I have no re-
grets on what I - along with 
City officials and employees 
- accomplished these last 
two years.

I began this journey as 
a concerned citizen who 
wanted his streets swept 
and his leaves picked up - I 
wanted to beautify Jackson 
and promote the communi-
ty with a positive message. 

I believe I accomplished 
what I set out to do dur-
ing my short time on City 
Council.

I look forward to seeing 
what the new council has in 
store for area residents, and 
I hope that we continue to 
move the City of Jackson in 
a positive direction. While 
in the private sector, I’ll 
continue to be a champion 
for the City and promote 
new home ownership and 
small businesses as an of-
ficial at County National 

Bank.
I hope to continue to see 

business growth, job oppor-
tunities and economic de-
velopment in our commu-
nity. Whether I’m watching 
the City grow from a may-
or’s desk at City Hall or my 
home, I have faith in the 
direction this community is 
headed.

For these reasons and 
many others, the future 
looks bright in Jackson!

Bill Jors

A Farewell Message from Bill Jors

JPAC RESTORES SCULPTURE
After the Weatherwax 

Foundation donated grant 
funds to the City of Jackson 
to both beautify Ella Sharp 
Park and restore the Sum-
mer Night Tree sculpture in 
downtown Jackson, officials 
got to work on the project.

Through private dona-
tions and grants, Jackson 
Public Arts Commission 
members worked to have 
the sculpture restored to 
its former glory. The sculp-
ture, created by artist Louis 
Nevelson, was sandblasted 
to remove old paint and 
rust, before it was again 
painted.

Since its installations in 
1978, the sculpture has be-
come a cultural asset to the 
City of Jackson, and its resto-
ration was a top priority for 
JPAC, officials said.

The sculpture - last ap-
praised at $4 million by a 
New York art appraising 
firm - is expected to last an-
other 30 years after its res-
toration.

A crowd gathered at the 
sculpture in late October to 
celebrate its restoration. At 

A crowd gathered at the Summer Night Tree sculpture in downtown Jackson 
last month to celebrate its restoration.
the celebration, the Phil and 
Pat Willis Foundation pre-
sented a $5,000 check to the 
Jackson Public Arts Com-
mission for this continued 
efforts to foster and enhance 
public art in the City of Jack-
son.

Organizations that con-
tributed to the restoration 

include the Weatherwax 
Foundation, the James A. & 
Faith Knight Foundation, 
the Phil and Kim Curtis 
Foundation, the Hurst Foun-
dation, the Phil and Pat Wil-
lis Foundation, the Samuel 
Camp Foundation and nu-
merous private donors.

“We as a City should be 

very proud to have Summer 
Night Tree as part of our 
metropolis, as it adds to our 
town in a very special way,” 
local artist and professor 
Tom McMillen-Oakley said 
at the ceremony. “What Nev-
elson ended up creating was 
something very novel and 
beautiful.”
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MEET
YOUR 
NEW

COUNCIL

“Like” the City of Jackson’s Facebook page
for up-to-date information on what’s

happening in your community!
www.facebook.com/cityofjacksonmi/

DID YOU KNOW?
In addition to restoring 

the Summer Night Tree 
Sculpture in downtown 
Jackson, officials at the 
Jackson Public Arts Com-
mission have stayed busy 
this season working to up-
date the exhibit at CP Fed-
eral City Square.

Recently, the art exhibit 
on the north side of the 
structure was updated to 
include artwork from Jack-
son-native Philip C. Cur-
tis and textile artist Marie 
Fisher.

“It’s truly an honor 
to have the opportunity 
to display and share fine 
art of this caliber,” JPAC 

New Art Exhibit at CP Federal City Square
Chairwoman Stacy Har-
rison said. “Through his 
education and love of art, 
Curtis developed a master-
ful technique that needs to 
be seen to be appreciated.”

Harrison said the work 
sets a “very high standard” 
for future exhibits and pro-
motes an altruistic tone 
for sharing the wealth and 
beauty of our regional his-
tory and artwork.

Curtis was born in Jack-
son, and was first exposed 
to painting while a student 
at Albion College. Follow-
ing his education locally, 
he graduated from the 
School of Fine Art at Yale 

University in 1936. In 1937 
he helped to establish the 
Phoenix Art Center, which 
later became the Phoenix 
Art Museum.

In 1949, at the age of 
42, Curtis had his first solo 
exhibition at the San Fran-
cisco Museum of Art.

His artwork presents an 
imagined vision of Ameri-
cana influenced by the 
magic world of the circus 
and by the artist’s memo-
ries of his childhood in 
Michigan, his biography 
reads.

The exhibit is set to be 
on display through the end 
of November.

The Philip C. Curtis art exhibit at the CP Federal City Square in downtown 
Jackson will be on display through November.

Following the election 
Nov. 7, a number of new 
faces as well as familiar faces 
in new roles will begin their 
terms as City Council mem-
bers Dec. 1. Elections were 
organized for five out of the 
seven seats within Jackson 
City Council. 

Former 6th Ward Coun-
cilman Derek Dobies won 
his bid to serve as Jackson’s 
mayor, defeating incumbent 
mayor Bill Jors by a vote of 
2,259 to 1,818.

The mayor serves a two-
year term while council 
members serve four-year 
terms.

Replacing Dobies in his 
seat within the 6th Ward will 
be Colleen Sullivan, who de-
feated three challengers Nov. 
7. Sullivan garnered 709 votes 
while Jeffrey Feahr, John Wil-
son and Matthew Swartz-
lander earned 489, 230 and 
66 votes, respectively.

In the 5th Ward, incum-
bent Andrew Frounfelker 
defeated challenger Susan 
Murdie 251-73.

Challenger Jeromy Alex-
ander won the 3rd Ward seat 
by a tally of 331-310 to beat 
incumbent Daniel Greer.

In the 1st Ward, incum-
bent Arlene Robinson won 
with roughly 85 percent of 
the vote.

The new City Council will 
begin their terms Dec. 1, and 
take their public oathes of of-
fice at the Dec. 5 City Coun-
cil meeting (See Pg. 3).


