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Date: Wednesday, April 21, 2021
Time: 6:00 pm
Place: Virtual meeting via Zoom due to COVID19 restrictions
Meeting ID 822 1724 2761, Passcode 161161
I. Call to Order
II. Roll Call
III. Adoption of the Agenda
IV. Approval of the meeting minutes for 03‐17‐21
V. Citizen Comments (3‐minute limit)
VI. Jackson County Conservation District Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Proposal
(Status Report by Troy R White)
VII. Presentation – City of Jackson Non‐Motorized Transportation Efforts
VIII.
a)
b)
c)

2021 Action Items
Non‐Motorized Committee Report
Refuse and Recycling Committee Report
LEED Committee Report

IX. Commissioner Comments
X. Next Meeting – Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 6:00pm via Zoom
XI. Adjournment
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Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021
Time: 6:00 pm
Place: Virtual meeting via Zoom due to COVID19 restrictions
Meeting ID 878 4930 3153, Passcode 161161
I. Call to Order Chairperson Kelli Kazmier called the Environmental Commission meeting to order at
6:03 pm.
II. Roll Call
Present:

Commissioner Monica Day, Commissioner Nicholas Haney, Commissioner Kelsey Heck,
Commissioner Bethany Hersha, Commissioner Kelli Kazmier, Commissioner Kevin Lund and
Commissioner Jill Ramsey

Absent:

None

Staff:

Troy R White, City of Jackson Engineering

III. Adoption of the Agenda
Motion made by Commissioner Heck and seconded by Commissioner Ramsey to adopt the agenda as
presented. Motion approved unanimously.
IV. Approval of the meeting minutes for 02‐17‐21
Motion made by Commissioner Ramsey and seconded by Commissioner Haney to approve the
minutes as presented. Motion approved unanimously.
V. Citizen Comments (3‐minute limit)
None
VI. Jackson County Conservation District (JCCD) Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection
Proposal
Commissioner Hersha reported that the attached draft letter is a summary of those parts of JCCD’s
HHW request that align with the Environmental Action Plan (EAP).
Commissioner Ramsey suggested that the HHW is worthy of the Environmental Commission’s support
because it aligns so well with the Environmental Commission’s mission.
Commissioner Haney inquired if the letter to City Council will be a standalone document or will the
correspondence from the JCCD be attached?

Environmental Commission
03‐17‐21 Meeting Minutes
Page 2 of 5

Commissioner Kazmier suggested that the Environmental Commission’s letter to be a cover to the
original letter from the JCCD. Commissioner Heck agreed.
Motion to approve the proposed letter and send it to City Council with the JCCD’s original letter made
by Commissioner Lund and seconded by Commissioner Haney. Motion approved unanimously.
Mr. White will prepare the agenda item for consideration by City Council.
VII. Presentation – City of Jackson Non‐motorized Transportation Efforts
Mr. White requested that the presentation be postponed until the next meeting as his presentation
preparation is not yet complete.
Motion made by Commissioner Kazmier and seconded by Commissioner Hersha to postpone the
presentation until the April 21, 2021 meeting. Motion passed unanimously.
VIII.

2021 Action Items.

a) Non‐Motorized Committee Report
Commissioner Day stated that there is no report.
b) Refuse and Recycling Committee Report
Commissioner Heck and Commissioner Ramsey prepared the attached committee report that
summarizes the services and associated costs for solid waste management programs in other
communities in southern Michigan communities.
Commissioner Ramsey stated that each of the communities in the report have significant more
information available regarding solid services than does Jackson.
Commissioner Heck noted that Adrian, which is a smaller community than Jackson, has cheaper
services than what is offered in Jackson with the added benefit of recycling pickup.
Commissioner Ramsey inquired about the history of solid waste collection in Jackson – why do we
not have a single hauler?
Commissioner Heck suggested that a concern with transitioning to a single hauler system has often
been that it may negatively impact those who operate a home business collecting refuse.
Mr. White suggested that the data be organized into a table‐type format that would make it easier
to compare that costs for services in the various committees. It was also suggested that the costs
for the various service providers in the Jackson area be added to the table.
Commissioner Day suggested that the down‐sides of a single hauler system be compiled and possible
mitigating considerations be given to those may be negatively impacted.
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It was determined that for the next meeting, Commissioner Heck will put the gathered info into a
table, Commissioner Ramsey will gather info regarding the recent solid waste collection contract that
the City of Battle Creek just approved and Commissioner Day will investigate potential negative
impacts of a single hauler system and brainstorm possible solutions.
It was determined by consensus that it is acceptable for Commissioner Day to engage with and have
discussions with current small scale haulers.
Mr. White suggested that perhaps a single hauler program that matches existing services may be a
more palatable initial program that a program of expanded services.
Commissioner Hersha and Commissioner Kazmier suggested that Environmental Commission has an
obligation to recommend recycling.
Commissioner Hersha stated that this is a very big topic and that working on it will take some time
to get a recommendation prepared to send to City Council.
Commissioner Haney inquired about the possibility of a public option.
Commissioner Heck suggested that going from several private haulers to a single private hauler may
be a step towards eventually moving to a public option.
Commissioner Hesha expressed support for Commissioner Day’s suggestion that those who may
potentially oppose a move to a single hauler system be engaged.
Commissioner Heck suggested that City Council will encounter some opposition but that does not
mean that the Environmental Commission should refrain from making recommendations to City
Council about environmental issues.
c) LEED Committee Report
Commissioner Lund reported that his research into the requirements for the City of Jackson to
achieve LEED certification will require a lot of the community and the LEED certification will not be
easy but rather a goal that can be worked towards.
Attached is a single page document generated by Commissioner Lund that provides a summary of
the LEED program and an LEED Scorecard for Cities and Communities.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested that the scorecard is a tool to measure the City’s current condition
and to find ways to improve the City’s score. Even if the City is not LEED certified, an initial evaluation
and score are helpful. There is value in the process.
Commissioner Lund agreed with Commissioner Kazmier – that the LEED program is about setting and
working towards goals. He stated that there is an LEED training‐wheels program that is designed for
communities moving towards LEED certification.
Commissioner Hersha inquired whether the City needs to register with LEED to establish a
relationship with the program. She also inquired if there may be another program that should be
considered.
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Commissioner Lund responded that LEED the most recognized program. Commissioner Lund
suggested that the LEED program will require participation by City administration, likely the City
Manager’s Office, as the program will touch on every City department from the treatment plants to
buses to social sensitivities and everything in between.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested that it may be useful to see info regarding other cities that
participate in LEED.
Commissioner Lund replied that cities in the LEED program are categorized according to size and
other similarities.
Commissioner Haney inquired if pursuing LEED could be a long term goal.
Commissioner Lund stated that solid waste management is a big part of the LEED program and that
the City’s current program would likely score very low. The LEED process would help make apparent
the weakness of the City’s solid waste program and other environmental practices.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested that an improvement in the City’s LEED score would be a good
thing even if it doesn’t result in certification.
Commissioner Lund agreed. The process would high‐light opportunities for improvement. It would
also provide an opportunity to see how Jackson compares to peer communities.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested that finding blind spots in our environmental practices may be part
of the LEED evaluation process.
Commissioner Hersha inquired about how to start the process.
There was discussion regarding a member of the Environmental Commission taking on the role of
Administrator but that the role of Owner would have to be performed by a city administrator.
Commissioner Lund stated that he would be willing to take the lead for the Environmental
Commission if there is support from city management.
Commissioner Heck inquired what Commissioner Lund would prefer to do as a next step.
Commissioner Lund responded that he would like to come to an understanding of the level of support
from the City Manager.
Commissioner Kazmier asked Mr. White if we can invite the Manager to the next meeting. Mr. White
stated that he would communicate with the Manager.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested that we wait until the May meeting to invite the Manager so that
Commissioner Lund has more time to gather information.
IX. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Ramsey reported that the April Commission meeting will be her last meeting as she is
moving. Mr. White requested that Commissioner Ramsey provide a written letter of resignation so
that the vacancy left by her departure can be reported to City Council. Commissioner Ramsey was
agreeable.
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Commissioner Haney reported that the April Commission meeting will also be his last meeting as his
term expires on May 14, 2021 and he will not be seeking reappointment.
Commissioner Hersha reported that Jackson Unearthed will be holding a cleanup event on Thursday,
April 1, 2021. She has more information for those who would like it.
Commissioner Hersha thanked Commissioners Ramsey and Haney for their service.
d) Next Meeting – Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 6:00pm via Zoom
e) Adjournment
Motion made by Commissioner Heck and seconded by Commissioner Lund to adjourn. Motion
approved unanimously. Meeting ended at 7:38 pm.

At the Feb 17 meeting of the Environmental Commission, we reviewed the attached
request from the Jackson County Conservation District Manager for City funds to continue
local Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection events, and proposed contract for
these services attached. After careful review of these documents and our own priorities,
we wish to express our support for the proposal and our recommendations for negotiation.

The chief aim of the request is to secure funding from the City to continue the HHW and
scrap tire collection events. As detailed in the flyers (p9-10) and invoices (p11-14)
attached, these events provide citizens the opportunity to safely dispose of materials that
would otherwise go in local landfills, ditches, or rivers.

Providing citizens low-cost access to this service aligns with the commission’s objective
to protect the prosperity and health of citizens and natural systems, particularly the waste
management goal stated in the Environmental Action Plan (EAP) provided to Council on
2/10/21 (Ch. 2, Waste Management, Reduction, and Recycling).

These HHW collection events are not the only JCCD practice that aligns with our objective
and goals. The District’s annual tree sale supports the City’s efforts to maintain and
contribute to the city’s tree canopy (Ch. 1, Current Work to Date). Monitoring the Grand
River and its tributaries provides valuable data about the health of one of our most highprofile water sources, while the Districts’ work with farmers and landowners protects
groundwater — a less visible but equally essential community water source (Ch. 3,
Protection of Water Resources). A variety of programs for youth and adults, including the
yearly Earth Day in the Park, equip community members to protect natural resources (Ch.
6, Community Engagement).

Like any budget item, the proposed contract must be carefully weighed and considered
beyond the conceptual alignments listed above. Some considerations for this particular
negotiation might include:

Scope.
While JCCD has historically offered HHW collection on a county-wide scale, the program
was funded by the County. As the County’s funding has been discontinued, should the
scale of the program be shifted accordingly, possibly to city residents?

Value.
The District Manager’s letter states that over the past 6 years, the HHW collection day
has diverted 250,000 pounds of hazardous waste and served thousands of customers.
How will the City choose to measure the program’s success? It could be pounds per year,
items accepted, or any other meaningful data that can be collected and revisited at the
contract’s renewal period.

Status.
As an independent 107(c) organization, the JCCD will have other funding sources and
must follow certain rules and regulations. Out of an abundance of caution, we recommend
research into the nature of this classification before entering into a binding contract.

At a minimum, we recommend that the members of City Council consider the value HHW
collection has the potential to provide to citizens of their respective wards and to the
visitors, residents, and employees who are part of Jackson’s environment.

REFUSE AND RECYCLING COMMITTEE REPORT
REPORT OF NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES' PRACTICES
●

●

●

●

●

●

Lansing
○ Municipal trash service with 4 options
■ Large: 95 gal (7-8 kitchen sized bags) weekly, $58/quarter
■ Medium: 65 gal (4-5 kitchen sized bags) weekly, $54/quarter
■ Small: 32 gal (1-2 kitchen sized bags) weekly, $50/quarter
■ Small: 32 gal (1-2 kitchen sized bags) bi-weekly, $25/quarter
○ Recycling and yard waste fee of $115/household on winter property taxes funds
weekly curbside recycling all year and yard waste pickup from April-Nov
East Lansing
○ Weekly municipal trash service with multiple options
■ Carts: 32 gal for $55, 64 gal for $70, 96 gal for $79
■ Bags: packages of 5 for $9.75
○ Bi weekly curbside recycling
■ Carts: 32 gal for $45, 64 gal for $50, 96 gal for $55
○ Yard waste sticker $1.75 each applied to compost or yard waste bags
○ Bulk item pickup $20/item
Ann Arbor
○ Weekly municipal trash service with options for single family,
multi-family/apartments, and businesses
■ 32, 64, or 96 gallon carts available for annual fee from $45-$95 applied to
water bill
○ Weekly municipal recycling service
■ Every household is provided a 64 gallon cart free of charge, additional
bins cost $50/each
○ Yard Waste
■ Compost carts free of charge
■ Yard waste drop off centers across the city
Battle Creek
○ One hauler (Republic - just changed from Waste Management)
○ For $19.67/month: weekly unlimited trash, bulk, and yard waste (april-dec), every
other week curbside recycling, backyard service for extra charge, spring/fall
collection days, and christmas tree pickup
Mount Pleasant
○ Curbside recycling is weekly with trash collection, recycling bin is $7.25 one time
charge and a $2.50/month recycling fee is added to monthly water/utility bill
○ Weekly municipal trash pick up requires 34 gal can or bags with city stickers.
Stickers are $2/each and can be purchased at city hall, meijer, local grocery
stores
○ $15 bulk item collection
Midland
○ Municipal trash service weekly $70 bin with $40 yearly renewal sticker
■ Includes monthly residential bulk item and brush collection
○ Weekly yard waste available $70 bin and $40/year renewal sticker
■ Free yard waste pickup in April and October

●

○ Monthly curbside recycling for $36/year contracted through Republic
Adrian
○ One trash hauler (Stevens Disposal) $30/quarter no opt-out
■ Paid to the City of Adrian
○ Curbside Recycling 2x/month $31.80/year
○ $5/item large item pickup coordinated through the hauler

What is LEED?
LEED, or Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, is an internationally recognized set
of voluntary standards and best practices that govern the construction and maintenance of
commercial and residential real estate properties.
Since 2016, LEED for cities is focused not only on energy and water usage, but also such wider
metrics as equitable distribution of wealth, prosperity, and the general health and safety of the
residents. Other categories include transportation, measured in the number of individual
vehicles driven daily; education level of the citizens; and median air quality and crime rates.
Sustainability is not just about the environment: it is about using modern methods and
technologies so that life is more sustainable, and that includes focusing on making the space for
citizens to be healthy, safe, and content.
LEED for Cities is about setting goals and implement strategies and plans to maintain and
support these goals. The city shares performance data to measure and track progress toward
those goals.
For certification, projects will track and report key metrics across five categories and four
subcategories:






Energy
Water
Waste
Transportation
Human experience including Education, Prosperity, Equitability, and Health & Safety

(See attached LEED City score card)
The rating system is intended to provide a framework for cities to manage resources sustainably
and provide a better quality of life for residents and visitors. Lastly, the rating system supports
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals for environmentally sensitive, socially
responsible, and economically viable communities.

LEED for Cities and Communities Scorecard

14

U.S. Green Building Council

15

U.S. Green Building Council

bulk items

*

x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x

x

x

x

91.50

JXN ‐ Granger

71.10 $

JXN ‐ Emmons

37.95 $
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pickup
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additional item
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$
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64 gal/weekly pickup

Service
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SUMMARY OF SERVICES IN SOUTH MICHIGAN CITIES

JXN ‐ Modern

