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Date: Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Time: 6:00 pm
Place: Virtual meeting via Zoom due to COVID19 restrictions
Meeting ID 865 0082 4744, Passcode 161161
I. Call to Order
II. Roll Call
III. Adoption of the Agenda
IV. Approval of the meeting minutes for 01‐20‐21
V. Citizen Comments (3‐minute limit)
VI. Environmental Action Plan (EAP)
a. Update on City Council action
b. Report from Troy White regarding the posting of the EAP on the City’s website
VII. Discussion of Jackson County Conservation District request of support for Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) Collection Day
VIII.

Discussion of Environmental Commission’s Next Action Items

IX. Commissioner Comments
X. Next Meeting – Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 6:00pm via Zoom
XI. Adjournment
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Date: Wednesday, January 20, 2020
Time: 6:00 pm
Place: Virtual meeting via Zoom due to COVID19 restrictions
Meeting ID 890 2729 0544, Passcode 161161
I. Call to Order Chair Kevin Lund called the Environmental Commission meeting to order at 6:04 pm.
II. Roll Call
Present:

Commissioner Monica Day, Commissioner Kelsey Heck, Commissioner Bethany Hersha,
Commissioner Kelli Kazmier, Commissioner Kevin Lund and Commissioner Jill Ramsey

Absent:

Commissioner Nicholas Haney

Staff:

Troy R White, City of Jackson Engineering

III. Adoption of the Agenda
Motion made by Commissioner Ramsey and seconded by Commissioner Heck to adopt the agenda as
presented. Motion approved unanimously.
IV. Election of Officers:
a. Chairperson
Commissioner Kazmier nominated by Commissioner Lund and seconded by Commissioner Heck.
Commissioner Kazmier agreed to serve if confirmed. Nomination confirmed unanimously.
b. Vice Chairman
Commissioner Heck nominated by herself and seconded by Commissioner Kazmier. Nomination
confirmed unanimously.
c. Secretary
Troy White nominated by Commissioner Lund and seconded by Commissioner Hersha. Nomination
confirmed unanimously.

Commissioner Kazmier assumed the duties of Chairperson.
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V. Approval of the meeting minutes for 12‐16‐20
Motion made by Commissioner Hersha and seconded by Commissioner Kazmier to approve the
minutes with the following modifications:
a) Remove and replace Commissioner Hersha’s name with Commissioner Kazmier’s name in the first
sentence of the first paragraph of section VII.b
b) Correct the first sentence of the first paragraph of section VII.g so that the title of Chapter 5 reads
“Sustainable Land Use” rather than the erroneous “Sustainable Lane Use”.
Motion approved unanimously.
VI. Citizen Comments (3‐minute limit)
None
VII. Environmental Action Plan
d. Finalized at 12‐16‐20 Environmental Commission Meeting
e. Scheduled to be submitted to City Council at 01‐26‐21 meeting
Mr White reported that the Environmental Action Plan has been transmitted to the Manager’s office
with the request that it be included on the agenda for the 01‐26‐21 City Council meeting.
There was brief discussion of the plan for Environmental Commission Commissioners to attend the
01‐26‐21 City Council meeting.
On 01‐21‐21, Mr White was informed by Mr. Aaron Dimick, the City’s Public Information Officer, that
there is no way for the public to log into the Zoom City Council meeting to speak at the meeting.
Rather, comments and input can be emailed to citizencomments@cityofjackson.org and they will be
read at the City Council meeting by the City Clerk.
VIII.

Discussion of Environmental Commission’s 2021 Agenda Items

Commissioner Kazmier gave a brief history of past efforts to compile and prioritize action items and
tactics. She further discussed the need to move forward without being constrained by a list of past
priorities. Commissioner Kazmier, after requesting that Commissioners put forth their ideas for action
items, opened the floor to discussion.
Commissioner Day proposed that the Environmental Commission work to address high water levels
in the lagoons within Sparks Park. She noted that the pump for the well that feeds the falls has been
out of service and that may have had an impact on recent water levels. Commissioner Day suggested
that action be taken to ensure that the well be taken into consideration by the hydrological currently
being performed by the Jackson County Department of Transportation (JCDOT). Commissioner Day
also suggested that an effort be made to curtail the hours of operation of the pump.
Commissioner Heck expressed concern that because the City does not operate Sparks Park or the
Cascades Fall, there will be challenges for a City commission to affect decisions made by the County
Board and that effort may be better used to influence decisions that are made by the City Council.
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Commissioner Hersha suggested that the City Council may have leverage regarding the Spark Parks
lagoons because the City is funding a portion of the hydrological study being performed by the JCDOT.
Commissioner Lund suggested that inquiries could be made to the County regarding past
maintenance of the lagoons.
Commissioner Kazmier, as Chairperson, asked for other ideas for future action items.
Commissioner Hersha suggested that action be taken to post the Environmental Action Plan (EAP) on
the City’s website.
Mr. White committed to discussing the posting of the EAP on the City’s website and reporting back
to the Commission.
Commissioner Lund suggested action regarding community engagement. Specifically, identify and
then publicize what the City is currently doing well and push for more of it to be done. Commissioner
Lund suggested that the City’s newsletter may be an opportunity to highlight environmental actions
that are already a part of City operations.
Commissioner Heck suggest two ideas for action:
a) Prepare an ordinance for backyard apiaries and chicken keeps. Commissioner Heck stated that
she had a sample ordinance that could be reviewed and adjusted.
b) Revisit the ordinance regarding refuse and recycling pick‐up.
Commissioner Ramsey stated that refuse and recycling pick‐up is a top priority for her as well – that
it is the issue that brought her to be part of the Environmental Commission.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested three ideas for action:
a) Reclaim the “Tree City USA” designation
b) Pursue a “Bee City USA” designation
c) Pursue a LEED designation for our City
Commissioner Lund suggested coordinating with state agencies for public education efforts.
Commissioner Day suggested that action be taken to implement the recently completed City + County
Non‐Motorized Plan. Specifically, restriping streets along designated bike routes to make those
routes more apparent.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested that there are two ways the Commission could move forward once
action items are identified:
a) Prioritize the actions items that have been identified and then working through them in order
b) Break into small working groups to address various priorities concurrently.
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Commissioner Heck suggested that there are two categories of actions items:
a) Those that relatively simple and easier to implement
b) Those that are complicated and will take significant time and effort to move forward
Commissioner Heck suggested that proposed action items be categorized by the level of effort
required and then prioritized within those categories. Those actions items that require more time
and work to progress could then be tackled by working groups.
Commissioner Kazmier suggested that a list of action items discussed at this meeting be compiled
into a simplified list for categorizing and prioritizing at the next Commission meeting.
Discussion on item VIII closed.
IX. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Hersha suggested that perhaps action item be organized to correspond with each of
the chapters contained within the EAP.
Commissioner Day suggested that, due to the size of the Commission, the number of working groups
will be limited to two or three.
Commissioners Day and Kazmier discussed that attention to details can be time consuming and that
the accomplishment of two goals in the single year will make for a successful year.
X. Next Meeting – Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at 6:00pm via Zoom
XI. Adjournment
Motion made by Commissioner Lund and seconded by Commissioner Heck to adjourn. Motion
approved unanimously. Meeting ended at 7:02 pm.
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LIST OF SUGGESTED ACTION ITEMS
1) Address lagoon water levels and well water use within Sparks Park
2) Post the Environmental Action Plan (EAP) on the City’s website
3) Identify and publicize current environmental actions to City does well and push for more
4) Develop an ordinance for backyard apiaries and chicken keeps
5) Develop a refuse and recycling pickup program
6) Reclaim “Tree City USA” designation
7) Pursue a “Bee City USA” designation
8) Pursue an LEED designation for the City
9) Develop a plan to coordinate City and state public education efforts
10) Develop a plan to implement parts of the City + County Non‐motorized Plan

Jackson County Conservation District
211 W. Ganson St., Suite #200
Jackson, MI 49201
Office 517-395-2082
www.jacksoncd.org

______________________________________________________________________
February 8, 2021

City of Jackson Officials
161 W. Michigan Ave.
Jackson, MI 49201

Dear Mr. Greene, Mr. Dobies, Mr. LaPorte, and Mr. White,
My name is Lori Fitzgibbons and I am the District Manager at the Jackson County
Conservation District (JCCD). You may be familiar with our organization from our
Annual Tree Sale fundraisers, county-wide scrap tire collections and the annual
Household Hazardous Waste collection events. We also service all of Jackson County in
other ways such as offering technical assistance to farmers to improve the environmental
footprints of their farms, river monitoring to determine stream health, invasive species
identification and tech support in eradication efforts, the Hunter Access Program, and
recycling and natural resource education. We also offer educational workshops, videos
and seminars on various topics, and also plan the yearly Earth Day in the Park.
We are an independent 170(C)1 that operates on grants, fundraisers, donations,
sponsorships and a small stipend from the County. While some of our services are funded
through state and federal grants, some are not, and this is where I need your help.
JCCD has been running the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Day in
Jackson County since 2015, funded by the County. The funding came from the sale of
the County incinerator. After the 2020 collection season, the funds ran out and the
County was unable to secure other funding for this service. I am writing you today to
plead for your assistance in keeping the HHW program in our County operational. Last
year, residents from the City of Jackson and every township in Jackson County were
serviced at these collections, and I am hoping this year the city and townships can come
together and help me save this event. Over the past 6 years, we have served thousands of
customers from our County and have collected over 250,000 pounds of hazardous waste,
keeping it out of our landfills, ditches and rivers.

Cities and Townships from all over the state are offering financial assistance to their local
HHW programs. I have consulted with several of them and it seems that a per capita fee
per city or township is how most of the assistance is calculated. At 25 cents per resident,
it would cost our most populous area approximately $9,100 and the least populated
around $485. The area populations, if not available from the city or township
government, will be calculated using the most recent census data.
I know city and township governments cannot justify donations in their budget, and that’s
why I am asking that JCCD be added as a line item to your yearly budgets, and we will
have an annual contract for specific services. WHEN the County finds money to help
with the HHW in the future, we will be able to expand the program and possibly add
other services.
I have attached the 2020 flyer and a few invoices from previous years to show you the
high cost of proper HHW disposal. I have also attached a draft contract that can be
updated on an annual basis depending on the needs of the individual
city/township/village.
Please strongly consider this request as I believe this is an important service to our
County residents and to the safety and beauty of our community. If you have any
questions, PLEASE email me at lori.fitzgibbons@macd.org or call me at 517-395-2082.
I would love to sit down and talk to anyone who needs clarification or more information.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Lori Fitzgibbons
Lori Fitzgibbons
District Manager
Jackson County Conservation District

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE COLLECTION - 2020

PRODUCTS ACCEPTED: ($20 charge/vehicle)



Aerosol Cans



Automotive Products (Brake and Transmission

June 25th - Reservation Required

Noon to 6:00 p.m.

fluid, Antifreeze, Motor Oil, Gasoline)



Batteries (Household and Car)



Cleaners/Caustics/Solvents



Fire Extinguishers



Flammable Liquids



Items containing mercury



Lightbulbs



Medical Sharps (must be in rigid container)



Medications (Unused / Outdated)



Paint (Oil, Lead-based).



Paint Thinner/Turpentine/Mineral Spirits



Pesticides/Herbicides/Insecticides



Propane Tanks up to 100 lbs.



Smoke Alarms/Carbon Monoxide Detectors

Corner of Elm and Chanter
(2400 N Elm Ave, Jackson, MI 49201 )

$20/VEHICLE
PRODUCTS NOT ACCEPTED:


SCRAP METAL



TIRES



BUSINESS/ FARM MATERIALS



EXPLOSIVES



RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS



LATEX PAINT



ELECTRONICS

LATEX PAINT AND ELECTRONIC WASTE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Upcoming Collection Dates:
(pending additional funding)

THIS YEAR! Recycling Jackson accepts E-Waste and latex paint
the first Saturday of each month, one block behind Home Depot
next to the Jackson Public Schools Bus Garage at 1401 N Brown



JULY 23



AUGUST 27

Make your reservation by clicking here or by visiting our Recycling website:



SEPTEMBER 24

https://jacksonrecycles.wixsite.com/recycling

Jackson County residents ONLY. NO BUSINESSES!

St. (There is a charge.)

Call us at (517) 395-2082 on Mondays from 9am-1pm for
assistance with making your reservation.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE COLLECTION - 2020

PRODUCTS ACCEPTED: ($20 charge/vehicle)



Aerosol Cans



Automotive Products (Brake and Transmission

August 27 - Reservation Required

Noon to 6:00 p.m.

fluid, Antifreeze, Motor Oil, Gasoline)



Batteries (Household and Car)



Cleaners/Caustics/Solvents



Fire Extinguishers



Flammable Liquids



Items containing mercury



Lightbulbs



Medical Sharps (must be in rigid container)



Medications (Unused / Outdated)



Paint (Oil, Lead-based).



Paint Thinner/Turpentine/Mineral Spirits



Pesticides/Herbicides/Insecticides



Propane Tanks up to 100 lbs.



Smoke Alarms/Carbon Monoxide Detectors



Electronics/E-Waste (additional fees may apply)

2400 N Elm Ave, Jackson
(Jackson DOT - Enter off of Chanter Road )

$20/VEHICLE
PRODUCTS NOT ACCEPTED:


SCRAP METAL



TIRES



BUSINESS/ FARM MATERIALS



EXPLOSIVES



RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS



LATEX PAINT

Electronics will be accepted at our August event
thanks to the participation of Recycling Jackson! (No
appointment necessary if only disposing of E-waste.
E-waste fees and additional details are available at
the website below.)

Upcoming Collection Dates:

Recycling Jackson also accepts E-Waste and latex paint the first Satur-

(pending additional funding)

day of each month, one block behind Home Depot next to the Jackson



SEPTEMBER 24

Jackson County residents ONLY. NO BUSINESSES!

Jacksoncd.org

Public Schools Bus Garage at 1401 N Brown St. (There is a charge.)
Make your reservation by clicking here or by visiting our Recycling website:

https://jacksonrecycles.wixsite.com/recycling
Call us at (517) 395-2082 on Mondays from 9am-1pm for
assistance with making your reservation.

CONTRACT FOR SERVICES
The City/Township/Village of ______________ and the Jackson County Conservation District
(hereafter called JCCD) mutually agree to enter into this contract on this ____ day of January,
2021, for the purpose of providing services.
The parties agree that the term of this contract shall commence January ____, 2021 and
terminate December 31, 2021 and will be revisited annually thereafter.
The parties to this contract recognize that in exchange for monetary consideration to be paid by
the City/Township/Village to JCCD, JCCD will provide services to the residents of the
City/Township/Village of ________________ which may include but are not limited to:
1. Providing at least one Household Hazardous Waste Collection event
2. Providing one County-wide scrap tire collection, and when grant funds are available
assist townships in obtaining funding for individual township collections
3. Technical assistance to farmers and landowners with groundwater protection
assistance, farm safety issues, and referrals for forestry issues
4. Invasive species mapping, monitoring, and control under the budget of Michigan
Invasive Species Grant Program, and other grants (when obtained)
5. Information and education programs for community youth and adults
6. Offer annual tree sale and native plant sale
7. Monitoring of the Grand River and its tributaries to help monitor stream health
8. Seek funding sources for a possible Urban Garden/Greenhouse for the City of Jackson to
address its “food desert”
IT IS THEREFORE AGREED, that the City/Township/Village of ________________shall pay to the
Jackson County Conservation District the sum of ___________ (calculated at .25/per
person/township) in consideration for JCCD providing services to the City/Township/Village as
outlined herein.
Dated: ___________________
Witnessed: __________________________________________
City/Township/Village Official signature: ___________________________________________
City/Township/Village of _____________________
County of Jackson, State of Michigan

