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HRC Holds 19th Annual Teressa Delph
Essay and Oratorical Contest

George Brown, II The HRC sponsored the 3rd- 4th grades, 5th 6th AHow can art and cult
Kathleen Conley 19th annual Teressa  grades, 7th 8th grades, and ~ catalyst for civic engagement
Teressa Delph Delph Essay and 9th- 12th grades. in improving the quality of
Alice Lewis Oratorical Contest on _ life in our community in _ .
Pashia Mallett March 7,2009 atthe ~ The theme this year was: € hal |l engicentgeGz i mes . o
Edward Peterson Jackson Crossing.
/Sgrrwr?shPSottatlil There where four The HRC Welcomes
Joe Smith contestant categories: GEORGE BROWN llI
George is currently a membeme has enjoyed a plethora|of
of the City of Jackson Humancareers in music, retail sales
The HRC Welcomes Relations Commission, a | | engineering, golf and travel.
Pashia Mallet trained mediator for the Known as fithel guy wh
Southeastern Michigan get things done, 06 Ge

Pashia is currently a sophomore in
college, studying Health Information
Technology. She is working towards an
Associate's Degree and will be graduating
in the summer of 2009. In addition to
being a full-time student, Pashia plays an
active role in the community. She has
memberships with the NAACP, American
Legion, Citizen Advisory Council, and
now the HRC

Dispute Resolution Center,
freelance writer and a ment
for local youth.

He dedicated all of 2007 to
work as an AmeriCorp
VISTA volunteer with The
League, a national scheol
based service learning
organization where he
planned and implemented
service projects and fund

benefit the community.

raisers with local students to

a dedicated to serving his

ofcommunity and to helping
improve the lives of others
Reach George via email at:
brown3geo@yahoo.comn
phone at: 517.740.5743
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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION VISION

MISSION STATEMENT

The Human Relations Commission wants to b

The Human Relations Commission is committe
creating communities free from discrimination
where all diverse residents are working in harmg
and with respect for one another.

leader in bringing people together to resolvg
conflicts and promote harmony and combat]
discrimination
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Essay Contest
Cont. from Page 1

The writers of the most
impressive essays were invite
to give a speech on their

respective works.

Some of the prizes included
savings bonds and/or Jackso
Crossing qift certificates.

Mrs. Delph and the HRC
would like to express their
thanks to Jackson Crossing,
area schools and to all the
dozens of volunteers that
make this event possible.

When a friend asks me to
participate in Challenge Day
earlier this year, | thought it
might be fun to spend a day
with some local young
people and maybe discretely
learn something. | had no
idea that it would be one of
the most fulfilling days of
my life. Challenge Day is a
six-hour program designed
to build selfesteem and
break down stereotypes and
stop bullying.

That sounds like a great
idea, right? The part of the
day | was not prepared for
was the raw emotions that
the various exercises and
games evoked. The
individual specifics are
confidential, but what | can

share with you is that the
more we learned about each
other, the better we
understood ourselves.
Think about it, have you
ever felt more alive than
when you are laughing,
crying, hugging or sharing a
heartfelt emotional moment
in time with a fellow human
being.

In the context of challenge
day there are numerous
themes that emerge, but the
one | will carry with me is
that we all have much in
common. From the time
we are children we begin to
separate ourselves, such as
when the girls sit together
on the school bus, jocks
hang out with jocks, and

Mark your Calendars!

The date for this years City of Jackson
Human Relations Commission annual
community picnic has been set for:

JULY 18th 2009

At

Ella Sharp Park

The picnic committee is currently meeting
and would love your input. If you would
like to donate some time or items to this
great event contact the HRC.

Challenge Day a Huge Success
By: Parrish L. Stahl

rich people hangout with other affluent

people and on it goes.

Even people with disabilities tend to separate
themselves. For instance, people that are

hard of hearing do not know much about

people who are blind and people who use

wheelchairs tend to be isolated from

individuals that walk and maybe most

striking is that many seniors with multiple

disabilities often do not think of themselves

as people with disabilities at all.

The real break through comes when people

say to each other no matter what our

differences we are much the same | respect

you and to barrow a term from challenge day,

Al under stand, I am | isten
have your backo.

l snét it amazing how power
people no matter what your situation or life
experience is you have the power to do
positive things? Share a little LOL (laughing
out loud) with your arm around someone this
holiday season. They
got their back.
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Harold White Sr. Volunteer
Award Nominations Now
Being Accepted

The Jackson Human Relations
Commission has established an annual
volunteer award, named in recognition of
and tribute to the contributions of Harold
White Sr. to our community. Mr. White
was many things to many people and
organizations, but one of his greatest
contributions was that he was an example
WR DOO RI RXU FRPPXQLW
command to "be the change you wish to
see in the world."

In honor of Mr. White, in 2006 the City of
Jackson Human Relations

Commission began dedicating a yearly
volunteer award in his name. Award
recipients are honored by having their
names inscribed on a monument in
Blackman Park in downtown Jackson and
recognition at the Harold White Sr.
Memorial Volunteer Awards Breakfast in
August.

So far, we have been privileged to honor
four outstanding volunteers in the
Jackson Community and we look forward
to being able to honor, recognize and
encourage volunteers through this award
this year as well.

The single criterion for nomination is that
the person must have volunteered in the
County of Jackson. This criteria is in
honor of Mr. Whites many commitments
to volunteerism through civil rights
activism, mentoring, scouting, voter
registration, church activism and many
other fields which illustrates that through
one person much can be done for many.

Cont. on page 4

Meet the Human

Relations Commission
Put a Face with the Name

pul

In future issues of this newsletter w
will be doing a series of feature
articles on individual members of tf
Human Relations Commission.

The goal of these pieces is to give
community a clearer picture of the
makeup of the commission. The
HRomadasp of individuals that
care a great deal about the Jackso
Community and work with great
passion to help our community
continue to be a great place to live
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